EMORY L BROWN, JR. 
ROUTE NO. 4, BOX 82 
FARMINGDALE, NEW JERSEY 07727 



July 16, 1968 



Mr. Harold Welsberg 
Old Receiver Road 
Route 7 

Frederick, Maryland 
21701 

Dear Mr. Weisberg* 

I received your letter of July 13t today and I am enclosing 
copies of the three page F.B.I., report on Donald W. House 
which I obtained from the National Archives. 

You asked what areas I intended to inquire into and I 
must admit that I do not have a definite plan of attack 
at this time. However, I would like to pursue my inquiry 
concerning the suspects reported in the Dallas Police 
radio transmission transcripts. Also, I am very much 
interested in finding out more about Commission€xhibit 111 
and how lfe figures in the scheme of things. This exhibit 
is a book that Marina Oswald said belonged to her and this 
book contains several pages which have a number of letters 
put from them. The Government and the people at the 
National Security Agency gave the impression that the re- 
moved letters might have been used to send a message, but 
it is quite clear to me, that these pages represent an 
example of a cryptographic technique known as the Grille 
Cipher method. 

I wish you much success with you work concerning the two 
new books and I will advise you of any new developememts. 



Sincerely, 
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if ti'ip A.DDOt wanted to encode tne piej. 5>t.iNu ttr*j_r, nc 
mid write: in his reign [in] perpetuity [ana] in para- 
de [in] ONE INFINITY INCESSANTLY [for] PERPETUITY 

aid] in glory [and] in divinity. 

The addition of the words in brackets, to make the mes- 
sge read more fluidly, would not confuse the recipient 
=t the message who had copies of the alphabets. The send- 
r could choose words and phrases from any of the four- 
cen alphabets and would quote the number of the alpha- 
H;t from which they came. The disadvantage of the sys- 
em was the time taken to write a long message. 

The advantages of the Trithemian system are that even 
the existence of a ciphered message can be concealed; the 
iear may be in one language and the message in anoth- 
and, because of the many equivalents, decipherers 
vould have to accumulate a lot of material before they 
■fiuld hope to find similarities which might lead to their 
peaking the cipher. 

Unfortunately for the Abbot, many people who read 
ns book accused him of black magic. This led to such a 
, .,2,5 that all copies of the book that could be rounded up 
. ere publiclv burned. The Abbot was lucky that he was 
it burned with them. 

Italian doctor (Jeronimo Cardano) followed Abbot 
i’themius as the next important cryptographer. Car- 
mo invented the Trellis (or Grille) Cipher, which is still 
-<d in various forms. A grille is simply a piece of paper 
• nh a number of holes cut in it. To write a secret mes- 
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Commission Exhibit 111 



CODES and CIPHERS 

through the holes you put down the letters which make 
up the message. Then you take away the grille and com- 
pose a longer message around the key letters. The recip- 
ient, who has an identical grille, simply puts it over the 
message and at once the secret communication is re- 
vealed. Suppose we take the short message: escape at 
once. We need a grille of twelve letters, that is, twelve 
small squares cut at random in the grille-paper, and num- 
bered. 

Write through these windows the letters of the mes- 
sage. When you remove the grille, the letters are ar- 



UNCLE IS PREPARED TO ADVANCE ME 
THE MONEY TO PRODUCE THE PLAY, BUT 
WE MUST CONVINCE HIM THAT THE CRITICS 
WILL LIKE IT. WHAT DO YOU SUGGEST ? 
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ranged meaninglessly. We write a message, any message, 
around the letters, so as to make it appear a harmless let- 
ter. But the recipient has only to put his own grille over 
the letter to see what it contains. 
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